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A Drayton, alias 9— 


WHO WAS 


Executed at Dorcheſter, on Saturday April: 8, 377 5. 


For returning from Tranſportation. : f | 4 


With many of his Gracious Expreſſions, 
A few Days before, and at the Place of Execution; 


With a General (but conciſe) Account of the Proceſs a 


Of that Sap CATASTROPHE | 
Deredling not only the Incivility, but even Inbumanity, i 
| OF SOME 8 


Gentlemen i in Authority, at the Place of Fxecuitlans ; 


With his DzcLaRAaT1oON before his DEATH: 
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nas Drawn up by a STUDENT of J hotbed 9/9 | 


The Rt. Hon. the Coungeds of Hunt inga0s: s Cog. | 
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Lab unto me, 4 be ſaved, a „ the Barth. Ifa, xlv. 22 
Him that cometh to me, 1 will in no We caſt . John vi. 37. | 
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| (ONION ANT to your requeſt, I have gathered up 

the fragments of that poor man's dying words; who 

was executed. Saturday laſt : which. being precious as the 
| 


filings of gold, I doubt not but they will (by the Divine 
Bleſſing) be profitable to readers in general; much more 
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& +50 his almoſt diſcanfolate, ſurviving friends, in particular. 


The words of a Dying Man, however artleſs, or incoherent, 
have a happy tendency to faſten conviction on the conſci- 
ence of the moſt obdurate or incorrigible, more than all 
the philoſophic trains, or rhetorical flouriſhes, of the moſt 
excellent Orator: And as they have this peculiar excel- 
lency in them, ſo likewiſe their veracity (in genera) may 
be depended on: however worthleſs a perſon he may have 
been in his life, however habituated to a vicious courſe, 
however abandoned and diſſolute in his morals; nay, how- 
ever he may have followed the Father of Lies in falſe- 
hood ;” yet Death, grim Death, with his ghaſtly aſpect, 
with his gloomy retinue, and with the opening ſcenes of 
ETERNITY ! will extort Truth from the moſt f tbleſs lip, 
and a genuine Confeſſion from the moſt reluctant*hreaſt. 
Our unhappy (yet happy) departed friend, was notzonly 
influenced by theſe cogitations, and thoſe reprefentat Ons, 
but his conſcience being ſoftened, by free and "—_ 
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vi An Epiſile to a Gentleman. 


ing Grace ! freed from that callouſneſs and inſenſibility, in 
which men's conſciences are naturally enſhrined, had an 
unforced, ſincere deſire to ſpeak truth, for the GLORY of 
GOD, and the Good of his fellow mortals; earneſtly de- 
firing to make the beſt uſe of his ſhort contracted life, by 
advancing the honour of G0 in his death, who (he was 
deeply ſenſible, and truly humbled for it) had been highly 
diſhonoured by him in his life. The following pages were 
the moſt remote from my thought, before and atter our 
friend's execution, till ſome friends perceiving our male- 
treatment at the place of execution, whoſe hearts were 
grieved for the Publick in general, (who being gathered 
together on ſuch a mournful occaſion, might; by the Di-. 
vine Bleſſing, have received ſome inſtruction, and ſo rea- 
ed laſting benefit, that might more than countervail their 
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conſiderable number; and I would to GOD it had been 


But 1 ſhall anticipate my deſign; therefore, I muſt tell 
you in a word, that I am prompted by no ſordid, merce- 
ary view: all I expect, is labour for my pains. And as 
am not encouraged with pecuniary views on the one 
hand, to compile theſe mernorials of out departed Brother's WV 
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An Epiſtle to a Gentleman. v 


ſo, on the other, I ſhall not be much diſcouraged by the 
undue cenſures of ſome evil- minded perſons.“ I am con- 


ſcious that J am very unapt to ſend any thing into the 


world; but as I have materials (in a great meaſure) already 
prepared to my hands, and ſeeing our benevolent FaTyer 
and GOD delighteth to make uſe of ſome of the moſt un- 


ſeemly, and (to the unregenerate part of Mankind) moſt 


contemptible means, to accompliſh his grand] and merci- 
ful purpoſes! 2 Chron. xiv. 11. — 1 Cor. i. 27, 28. ſo to 
his bleſſing I commit them, and earneſtly pray, that he 
may bleſs and ſucceed them to the real ſoul - advantage of 
many; and remain, | 


* 


SIR, 
Your moſt obedient humble Servant in Chriſt, 
THOMAS MOLLAND. 


* The Candid Reader (no doubt) will make allowance 
for any impropriety that may appear, either in expreſſion, 
or idea; ſeeing the whole was drawn up in the utmoſt 
haſte, and the rough draught only ſent to the Printer. 
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SOME REMARKS 

- To 
Happy Exit of Samuel Drayton. 
Executed for returning from Tranſportation. 


T is much to be feared, if we duly conſider the diſſolute 

lives, and deſperate, abominable practices, of the men 
of this generation (the greateſt, far the greateſt part of whom 
ſeem to have made a covenant with Death! and to be at an 


Y agreement with Hell! Iſa. xxviii. 15.) That they lie under 
a ſecret deſpair; apprehending GOD to be an implacable 


enemy, bent on their everlaſting overthrow ; ſeeing nothing 


but hell, wrath, curſe, frowns, and vindictive vengeance in 


his face : And hence they draw this baleful deſtructive con- 
cluſion; (and their deportment in general abundantly evin- 
ces it,) * There is no hope, therefore having loved, and 
addicted ourſelves to ſinful, polluted pleaſures, after them 
we will go.” I truſt that the diſplay of ſovereign, diſcri- 
minating grace! exemplified in the bleſſed exit of poor 


4 | DravToN, will be over-ruled by the bleſſed GOD, to con- 


vince ſome of theſe poor deluded Souls, of their ſad miſtake; 


5: | that they may ſee that there is free unparallelled Grace! and 
wonderful! Mercy, for the vileſt of ſinners; and fo be led to 
& ſeek it in Jesvus, by faith in his blood, and righteouſneſs, 


as the only foundation that GOD hath laid in Zion; on 
DE which the glorious ſuperſtructure! (the Church) is rear'd. 


On 


8 Some Remarks on the Happy Exit 


On March 25th, when ſentence was denounced on poor 
Drayton, I was preſent; a ſolemn ſcene, indeed, it was to 
me! When the Judge had covered his head with his {able 
cap, and proceeded to read his doom, I was thrown into a 
fudden perturbation of mind, my knees ſhook, my hair al- 
molt ſtaod rect, my blosd was almoſt cold in my veins; 
my face grew fallow, and wan; nay, my whole frame was 
throwr. into an univerſal commotion. Inſtantaneous, yea, 
even ſudden as thought, my ideas were wafted from earth 
(and all ſublunary things) to Heaven, and ſo (by faith) was 
enabled to realiſe, in ſome meaſure, that day, that ſolemn 
awful day ! in which the tremendous Judge ! of quick, and 
dead, ſhall afcend the imperial throne with all Heavenly 
Grandeur! and an innumerable company of celeſtial inha- 
bitants for his retinue; when a fiery ſtream ſha]l iſſue forth 
from before him; to burn up all the ungodly! when thouſand 
thouſands ſhall miniſter unto him; and ten thouſand times 
ten thouſand, ſhall ſtand. befgre him, Dan, vii. 9, 10. When 
all Adam's iſſue, (as unnumbered as the ſand on the fear 
more) Kings, Princes, Potentates, Judges, all ranks and or- 
ders of men, from the obe peer, to the moſt ignoble 

ſwain; ſhall be ſummoned before the tribunal of God, and 
there to receive the jrrevocable ſentence: Ayful conſidera: 
tion, thought I ! By this time, the ſolemnity of what was 
before my eyes, with all its pomp, almoſt diſappeared; or 
if a little glimmering remained, it was ſimilar to the faint, 
obfcure light of the glow-worm, . when compared to the 
tpn in his meridian brightneſs; yea, even abſorbed as a 
drop in the ocean. LORD have mercy upon us! cried 1, 
i O conſider him before our eyes, (the priſoner at the 
bar) O viſit him, in mercy, Lord he is caſt, for ever caſt, 
as to this world. In the evening (by his brother's deſire 

I went to fee him; his heart was glad when he underſtoo 

1 waz come to converſe with him about bis foul ; ſaying, 
thoſe I eſteem my chiefeſt friends. I found he was far. from 
a hardened man; but that his ear was gpen to receiye in» 
ſtruction, yea, even teachable as 2 child, But notwithſtand- 
ing he was in the dark as to GOD's method of dealing with 


ſinners, 


g 
i 
1 
2 


have not as yet, or elſe you can never enter the kingdom of 


to ſtand in before GOD; and of the neceſſity of being 


Of Samuel Drayton, alias D-s we, pe 9 | 
ſinners, after ſome converſation with him, I had reaſon to 
doubt whether any real work of grace was begun on his 
ſoul; accordingly 'I ſaid unto him, my dear friend, I muſt be 
faithful to you, as one that muſt give an account, and if Tam. | 
not, how ſhall I meet you at the bar of GOD ? Therefore I | 
muſt plamly rell you, that your ſtate is fuch as I am by no | 
means fatisfied with; you muſt experience a change you 


Heaven. And O! (faid I) your days are but few, there- 
fore be earneſt with GOD for his holy ſpirit: to convince 
you of ſin, and righteouſneſs, John xvi. 8. of ſin, of the ugly 
nature of it, of the inſufficiency of your own righteouſneſs, 


found in the righteouſneſs of Cux ls r, Phil. iii. 9. with this 1 
endeavoured alſo to repreſent fin, as exceeding ſinful, 
Rom. vii. 13. ſhewing that one ſingle act thereof deſerves 
hell! that it is a deicide (in intention), a very contrariety to 
GO D's holy nature! a rebellion againſt his will, a lighter, 
nay, a very deſpiſer of his authority, interpoſed in his com- 
mands ! that it is as bad as the devil, nay, (in fome ſenſe) 
worle than the devil! or hell! for the devil had not been 
a devil, had it not been for ſin; and had there been no 
devil, there had been no hell. I alſo exemplified the ma- 
lignity of it, by refering him to God's dreadful ire] and 
vindictive wrath, diſplayed againſt it, in deluging the old 
world, and fo burying all the antediluvian inhabitants (ex- 
cept a few) in a watry grave; in raining hell out of hea- 
ven, (fo to ſpeak) on Sodom and Gomorrah; in all the 
Judgments of God l. whether inflicted on the body, or foul ; 
and in his own condition ; bur that its evil was more, yea, 
ſuperlatively ſer forth in the ſufferings of CHRIST when 
ſtanding as the ſinner's furety. | 85 
I further ſhewed him the ſpirituality and extent of GOD's 
law ! how that it reacheth to the very intimate thoughts of 
the heart, condemning even a thought contrary to it! equally 
as much as the moſt flagrant enormity. Gal. iii. 10. and 
from hence enforced the neceſſity of faith in Carisr, 
*wrought in the heart by * ſpirit of GOD) who his — 
0 | 128 eh 


to | Some Remarks on the Happy Exit 


end of the law for righteouſneſs, Rom. x. 4. to every one 
that believeth. : 

I then joined with him in prayer, and recommended him 
to GOD; and recommended ſome portions of GOD's word 
to him to peruſe, and gave him a little light on them as 
GOD enabled me. Coming away he heartily thanked me, 
and earneſtly importuned me to call on him as often as I 
could; I aſked who attended him in general, he ſaid he had 
no body but the Rev. Mr. D-—, the ordinary of the pri- 
ſon, whole inſtructions, ſaid he, are not to be depended on, 
for he doth not ſeem to have any concern for his own ſoul, 
much leſs for mine; and (ſaid he) I aſked him the other 
day, what was the duty of man, to which he gave me no 
anſwer; ſo I concluded he did not know.* I took my leave 
of him, but promiſed to call on.him as often as I could; I 
was with him afterwards ſeveral times, but did not perceive 
that he had that concern about his ſoul as I could wiſh, I 
endeavoured to rouſe him; repreſenting the awfulneſs of 
ETERNITY to his view! And what an horrible plight ! he 
| would ſoon be in, if he ſhould be loſt ; however, he ſeemed 
| - to have ſome clearer views of the goſpel of Chrilt, and that 
| he could not be ſaved, either in whole or in part, but by his 
invaluable blood ! and ſpotleſs righteouſneſs. I begged him 

; | 2, to 


* It is too obvious to be denied, that the condition of our eſtabliſhed church is 
not any thing better (if not worſe) than in Biſhop Burnet's time, with regard to 
their Miniſters. O! attend unto the fad complaint of that venerable Prelate ! 
His words are theſe, * Our Ember weeks“ are the grief and , When P þ 
« burden of my life: The much greater part of thoſe who 4 Sn 3 
% come to be ordained, —are ignorant to a degree not to be 4 4 B; _— 
« apprehended by thoſe who are not obliged to know: The "On. SG: 

«« eaſieſt part of knowledge is that to which they are the greateſt ſtrangers; I 

I mean, the plaineſt parts of . nſe Scriptures, which they tay in excuſe of this ig - 
| norance that their tutors in the Univerſity never mentioned thereadingof them: 
| So that they can give no account, or at leaſt a very imperfect one, of the con- 
| | *« tents even of the Goſpels : Thoſe who have read ſome few books, yet never 
1 ſeem to have read the Scriptures; many cannot give a tolerable account even 
ö of the Catechilm itſelf, how ſhort and plain ſo ever. They cry and think it 
1 — . e to be denied orders, tho” the ignorance of ſome is ſuch, that in a well 
regulated flate of things, they would appear not knowing enough to be ad- 
«« mitted to the holy Sacrament : This does often tear my heart, The caſe is not 

much better in many who, having got into orders, come for inſtitution, and 
„ eannot make it appear that they have read the Scriptures, or any one book 
ſince they were ordained. See Bp. Bus NET New Pref, p. 5, 6. 


* 
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to be in earneſt for the ſpirit of God to come down upon 
him; as a convineing enlightening and transforming ſpirit, 
2 Cor. iii. 18. To be in him as a ſpirit of prayer, Rom. viii. 
26. to bring home efficaciouſly, and powerfully, the things 
of Jeſus, 1. e. the purchaſe of his blood to his foul, and to 
teach him the mind of God in his word, John xvi. 13. gave 
him ſome of the marks of theſe divine influences, as held 
forth in the word; and experienced by GOD's people. In 
anſwer to which he told me, to my great aſtoniſhment ! 
that Mr. D — told him, he need not read the ſcriptures (at 
firſt) but afterward that he might read ſome of the goſpels.* 
However, when my ſurpriſe was a little over, I began to 
conſider thus: Perhaps the gentleman may not have eat, 
Ezek. iii. 1. the word of GOP, and fo hath not found it 
the joy and rejoicing of his heart, 1. e. hath not an experi- 
mental knowledge of DIVINE truths in his heart; hath 
not handled and taſted of the word of life, Jer. xv. 16. 
1 John i. 1. T herefore I concluded it was better to take 
holy David, and the bleſſed Jeſus for my exemplar, than 
Mr. D——; the former of which tells us that the bleſſed 
man, (i. e. bleſſed with grace and with a knowledge of 
GOD) delighteth in GOD's law, and in it doth he meditate 
day and night, Pſal. i. 2. the latter (who is of infinite under- 
ſtanding, and well knew the importance of it) bids us to 
ſearch the ſcriptures, &c. John v. 39. ſo I exhorted him, 
to read the word, with prayer, and diligence, and to beware 
of any that might diſſuade him from it, being well aſſured 
that ſuch have not the ſpirit ; for the word and the ſpirit are 
| ä ever 


One would be almoſt ready to conclude, that Mr. D is one of that 
Character, againſt which the worthy B—p exclaims, Woe! Woe! to thoſe 
unhappy ſouls, who are in their hands; “ If the blind leg he blind, they can- 
not but both fall into the ditch.” Tis too notorious to denied, that many 
run, and the Lord hath not ſent them. Jer. xxiii. a1. They write their own 

commiſſions, and obtrude themſelves into the work of GOD; haying no au- 
thority but from their fellow creatures; theſe have not received their r in 
the LORD, and ſo are not concerned to fulfil it. Col. iv. 17. Some of them 
are not only a diſgrace to pure and undefiled religion, but even to common morality | 


" itſelf: If the LORD hath ſent them, it muſt be in judgment, for a puniſhment 


of our ſins, as Hoſ. ix. 7. And, Oh! that the LORD, who ſends them an 
judgment, would be pleaſed to haſten the time when ſuch ignorant, ſcandalous 
Miniſters ſhall be removed from his Church, in much Mercy. 
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ever inſeparable. April the 4th, he had a very great con- 
fact in his foul! as it all the powers of darkneſs had been 

t looſe on him, his eyes rolled in his head, his limbs 
ſeemed as if diſtortingl and ſo in this encounter he con- 
tinued about half an hour: afterwards, being a little com- 
poſed, he was aſked what thoughts he had had, or whether 
he had any diſcovery ? he replied, ETERNITY was ſo 
diſcloſed to his view | that he thought he almoſt ſaw within 
the vail, and that he ſaw ſin as black as hell! and its damn- 
ing conſequences; that he did not think it had in it fuch an 
evil before, and that there was no way of eſcaping the dread- 
ful; conſequences thereof; but by CHRIST, through whom 
and by whom (ſaith he) I thall be ſaved ! From this time he 
 hadan unſhakenconfidence in GOD's mercy, in and through 
2 dear Redeemer (as he uſed to fay:) I aſked him why he 
thought his ſalvation ſo ſecure ? he informed me, becauſe he 
faw himſelfa vile fianer! a guilty, weary, heavy laden ſin- 
ner, and that CHRIST welcomed ſuch unto himſelf. The 
three laſt verſes in the 13th Chap. of Matt. were a fund of 
comfort to his ſoul. April the 5th, I was with him again, I 
aſked him how he found his foul? he replied, brave; ex- 
preſſing ſtill greater confidence and affiance in the blood of 
CHRIST than ever. I endeavoured then to ũft him; fear- 
ing that it might be a preſumptuous hope, with which his 
foul was buoyed up: and as before I had enlarged on the 
wickedneſs of the heart, ſo now, on the deceitfulneſs thereof, 
Jer. xvii. 9. ſhewing how the ſaints in all ages have been 
afraid of their naughty deceitful hearts, and ſo have been led 
to cry, let my heart be ſound in thy ſtatutes ! that I be not 
aſhamed. Pla. cxix. 6, and verſe 80. I intreated him to 
examine himſelf before GOD, that he might not deceive 
himſelf or others, ſeeing that GOD could not be deceived; 
adding, that s ranſacking and ſearching his heart with 
prayer, and dependance on the aſſiſtance of the holy ſpirit, 
would be ſo far from marring his happineſs, or debilitating 
and weakening his confidence (if of the right fort) that it 
was the right way to the increaſing of the one, and to the 
corroborating and eſtabliſning of the other. I then gave 
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him up to GOD in prayer, and left him. April 6th, I was with 
him again, he ſeemed in a broken frame, but yet a ſweet 
peace in his ſoul: he declared he had had ſuch a conflict 
with lin that it was beyond all deſcription; more than heart 
could conceive ! or tongue could expreſs! but faith he, my 
dear Redeemer is greater than all my fins. I ſaid to him, ſup- 
poſe-a pardon ſhould be ſent you, and that you had a pro- 
ſpect of a longer life, do you think fin would appear to you 
as ugly as it doth now? for you may now be ſorry for it, 
becauſe you muſt die: he anſwered, SIN, I hate it, I hate it, 
T loath myſelf ! on the account of it! I am unreconciled to it, 
and never ſhall be reconciled to it again: I am not ſo much 
grieved on the account of my dying for it, as my having 
thereby rebelled againſt ſo good a GOD, and 1o kind a Re- 
deemer. This morning, ſaid he, the devil hath aſſaulted me 
with a temptation, that my ſins are too many, and too great 
to be forgiven ; and there 1s no hope for repentance, for now 
it is too late; but ſaith he, thro? divine grace and aſſiſtance, 
J have been enabled to flee to CHRIST, for ſtrength, and to 
reſt my ſoul on him as aperiſhing ſinner, for life and ſalvation. 
O! ſaid he (to ſome that came to ſee. him) did you know the 
pain, ſorrow, horror and agony! I have had on the account of 
ſin, you would not ſin as you do. On Friday the 7th, he had 
much comfort from theſe words, And you hath he quickened 
who were dead in treſpaſſes and in ſin, Eph. 11. 1. and re- 
joiced as being privileged therein, ſaying, I was dead but he 
hath quickened me. O] what grace & mercy hath my father 
beſtowed on me! in ſending ſo many of his miniſters and ſer- 
vants to viſit me. When a man in the priſon-yard ſwore, 
he was pierced to the heart, and their frequent horrid im- 
precations and oaths, and blaſpheming the name of GOD, 
did wound his ſoul; eſpecially on this day, when he heard a 
man on the outſide damn his ſoul! he burſt into a flood 
of tears, and cried, Oh ! that my time was come. He was 
much comforted this evening by the Rev. Mr. E- =; and 
after he was gone, he ſaid in the hearing and preſence of 
many, O! my friends, there is as much difference in the ad- 
vice and prayers of theſe godly minifters and ſpiritual 

friends 
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friends that come to ſee me, and Mr. D—'s advice and 
prayers, as there 1s in this bit of fine bread (which he had in 
his hand) and my hat. The morning of his execution day, 
he ſaid ſin had made many wounds in his heart, but ſaith he, 
the blood of CHRIST hath healed them all. 1 john 1. 7. 
This morning he gave a little loaf to each of his fellow pri- 
ſoners, and warmly exhorted them one by one to flee to 
CHRIST, informing them of the great danger of delaying ; 
charged them not to trifle with ſin, but to be up and doing : 
and by all means to get an intereſt in CHRIST! enforced 
it from the conſideration that GOD out of CHRIST is a 
conſuming fire, Heb. xii. and laſt; and that without it they 
were in danger of falling into hell fire every moment! This 
morning he was exceeding importunate with all that came 
to ſee him about their ſouls; he ſpoke with ſome degree of 
propriety, as if he had been a preacher, and quoted texts of 
icripture with amazing readineſs! As he had acquainted him- 
ſelf with the ſacred language ſo ſhort a time: He addreſſed 
himſelf to young people with much ſympathy ; begging 
them to beware of the intrigues of men, and devils !. he 
told them what ſnares laid in their way to trepan their heed- 
leſs ſteps, (and this I ſuppoſe he did from his own woful 
experience, as you may ſee in his laſt declaration) gave them 
an antidote againſt theſe ſnares, and ſatan's devices, namely, 
giving vp their hearts to GOD, in CHRIST. He had 
much conlolation from theſe words; © behold now is the ac- 
cepted time, now is the day of ſalvation,” 2 Cor. vi. 2. (faith 
he) it is an accepted time for me, a day of ſalvation for ME!! 
J faid to him, I remember yeſterday you wiſhed your time 
was expired, is it ſo with you now? He ſaid yes, O alas! 
this day ſeems the Jongelt day I ever knew, (this was about 
noon) I long to be gone to my dear Redeemer. For ſeve- 
ral hours before he was carried forth to execution he ſeemed 
ſecretly to adore the love, and goodneſs of G00, in per- 
mitting him to go to heaven this way! not one murmuring 
word proceeded from his lips againſt GOD, or man; his 
heart was inflamed with love to GOD, and to all men for 
GOD's fake, He bleſſed GOD for every one that had any 


\ | thing 


r os. 


— ⏑ . 2 


we — 
ou [a — 


Of Samuel Drayton, alias D. 16 


thing to ſay to him about his ſoul, and thoſe that had no- 
thing to ſay to him he would talk to them, and deſire them 
to withdraw, and that they would pray for him, and them- 
ſelves; adding, I am a dying man, and I want none about 
me but thoſe who can inſtruct me in the important concerns 
of my ſoul! After we had given him up to GOD, with 
many ſtruggles, cries and groans, he fat awhile loſt in 
thought, ſeeming in deep contemplation, and breathing af- 
ter GOD, we ſaid how is it with you? he replied, bleſſed be 
GOD, very well; I ſhall ſoon be with my dear GOD and 
Father ; he ſaid, fines I was condemned I have fallen alleep 
every night with prayer, and awoke with prayer in my 
mouth, with my heart happy. We aſked him if the thought 
of the fatal moment did not diſturb him? he anſwered with 
chearfulneſs, that the thought of dying was no more to him 


than croſſing the room. When one came in and ſaid, come 


Mr. Drayton, you mult ſoon put on your ſhrowd ; he ſaid, 
I, come on, I am ready: ſeeming filled with joy, at the ſound 
of the words. The day before he had ſent a line to the 
Under-Sheriff, and deſired it as the greateſt favour, that 
he would permit me to attend him in his laſt minutes at the 
place of execution, ſaying, in ſo doing he would much ob- 
lige, and comfort his dying ſervant; giving his reaſon for 
it to others, that as Mr. D had carried himſelf fo car- 


| nally, and ſeemed to have no real concern for his ſoul (once 


in particular when he behaved ſo ill and immodeſt that the 
wicked were diverted | and the poor condemned man was 


obliged to reprove the parſon ! telling him that he wanted 


to hear of nothing but about his ſoul,) that he dreaded the 
thought of having him with him at the place of execution: 
he likewiſe informed Mr. D, both on Friday after he 
preached the condemned ſermon, (and on the Saturday 
morning) that he was obliged to him for his trouble in ar- 
tending him, but that GOD had ſent him thoſe which were 
more profitable to him, and that he had a young Miniſter 
to attend him at the place of execution ; eſteeming this as 


the leaſt indulgence he could have, without prejudice to 


any. The moment, the awful! moment came, when 
Drayton 
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Drayton muſt ſtrip and exchange his common apparet, for 
the habiliments of the grave. All were commanded “ fa- 
ther, brothers, ſiſter, and friends,” immediately to go our of 
the room! and to leave him in his gloomy abode, with a 
few gloomy, miſerable companions ! deftitute of every fpi- 
tual. friend: none but Jack-kerch and his companions ; 
but ſure thought I, they will not puniſh him ſo long. But 
alas ! contrary to my (and every ingenuous perſon's) ap- 


prehenſion, they detained him almoſt an hour! with the 


above miſerable companions; without a friend to ſpeak a 


comfortable word, or to adminiſter the leaſt relief; if this 
is humanity, thought I, where will you find barbarity ? at 


laſt forth he comes, aſcends the cart, and forward they put; 


with a rapid“ pace they hurry him away to the deſtined place, 


where he-thail give the law its utmoſt demand, and ſtop 
every mouth, by hanging on the fatal tree! When he was 


come to the deplorable: place, being furrounded by thou- 


fands ; with this ill uſage both in the priſon (in being de- 
rived of his friends fo long, in thoſe remaining, precious 
maments!) and fo hurried on the road, without any cere- , 
mon, and unaſked, I aſcended the cart, fearing he was 

much calt-down and diftreſſed in his foul; but IJ was hap- 


| P uy: diſappointed. He was bemoaning himſelf after tlie 


ung manner: Oh! My Father, my Father! Oh! 
what a wretched ſinner am 1?” I ſaid, Well! Though you 
area wretched ſinner, I hope you are a ſaved ſinner by the 
blood of JESUS. I exhorted him to look to him, and ven- 
ture on him: I aſked him, is your confidence ſo ſtrong 
in the mercy of GOD as before? do you think you ſhall 
be happy; are your evidences clear? are your doubts gone? 


doth the ſpirit now bear witneſs with your ſpirit you are a 


child 


* Rapid indeed; more than common on ſuch occaſions, and very indecent, not 
to mention the want of bowels of pity and commiſeration, which ought to ſubſiſt, 


and on ſuch ſolemn times to be manifeſt towards a poor periſhing brother. The 


place of execution is almoſt two miles from the priton, and ſpeRators took notice 
of many that returned back, after the poor man was turned off, at the expiration 


of an hour and fifteen minutes! .O! tell it not in Gath, publiſh it not in the 


. 6 ſtreets of Aſkelon; leſt the daughters of the Philiſtines rejoice 3 Jeſt the 
daughters of the Uncircumciſed triumph! 
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child of GOD? Rom. viii. 15. he anſwered, Ol yes, he is my 
Father, I do not doubt but I ſhall ſoon be with him in his 
kingdom. But now the devil ſeeing he was about to loſe 


him, was determined to make his way to the heavenly coun- 


try as rough as poſlible, gave him now the laſt thruſt ; but 


how? not perſonally, but by ſome of his emiſſaries: every 


one will not do at this juncture, they muſt be elected ones; 
what if I tell you 'twas done by iniquity being ſet up in 
the place of righteouſneſs, Eccl. iii. 16. (ar leaſt where it 


ought to be,) but to be more explicit, will you believe me? 


if I tell you that the poor criminal was required by the 


goaler (with all the fury imaginable, with a ſtern counte- 


nance, and fierce, wrathful, aſpect!) to produce his charge 
. againſt the Rev. Mr. D-—, ordinary of the priſon, why he 


would not have him for his Miniſter :. here glaring hypo- 


criſy! appeared in the intimations of ignorance; as if he 
. had not known the reaſon before, when the poor condemned 


creature had given them all full ſatis faction previous to this; 


and now alas! the few moments that ſhould be ſpent in the 
aſpirations of his foul to GO, ate incroached upon, are 
waſted, by impertinent, frivolous relations, tho? it is thought 
this was not. ſpontaneous from his own breaſt, but tranſ- 


planted from a foreign land. Let that be as it will, how- 


ever, it was very, very bad ! (1 had almoſt faid deteſtably 
cruel !) but if this is flagitious and abominable, I have that to 


relate which 1s ten times worſe, the relation of which can- 


not but make the ears of every unprejudiced perſon to 
tingle; and that is when the poor criminal anſwered, it was 


reſented with a deaf ear, and a black frown! the criminal 
produced his charge; and ſaid Mr. D-— hath done his 


1 duty as being the Ordinary of the priſon, but he hath not 


been profitable to my ſoul, and I deſired him not to trouble 
himſelf any farther, as I had a ſpiritual perſon that would 
attend me to this place, (theſe are his words verbatim) the 
major, (and remoteſt part of the people) could not hear it; 


the goaler and ſome others would not hear it! or rather, 
they knew what was coming, and being nothing new, they 


corroborated the truth of that trite, but antiquated proverb, 
= VIZ, 
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viz. © There is none deafer than he that will not hear.” 
For, imitating the deaf adder, inſtead of indulging, or en- 


deavouring to mitigate his ſorrows, by complying with his 
reiterated requeſt, (nay, and *till then thought to be 


granted) they do what in them lies, to increaſe his grief, to 


heighten his ſorrow! and conſummate his miſery ? by call- 


ing forth Mr. D. to read prayers. Oh! poor Drayton! 


ſtones ſhall ſympathize with thee : inanimate nature ſhall 
commiſerate thy woeful plight ! ſooner than theſe, while 
wickedneſs ſets in the place of judgment, Eccl. iii. 16. 
truth faileth ; and ſince, by free unmerited grace, thou haſt 


. departed from evil, thou haſt made thyſelf a prey; but 


fear not, © Thy God ſhall deliver thee.” He beholds them, 
He marks their way, and is diſpleaſed that there is no judg- 


ment, Iſa. xlix. 1 g. and will reward them with evil, even vindic- 


tive evil, without ſpeedy repentance and faith prevent it. 
But let us proceed; — ſurely things will wear a more 
pleaſing aſpect ſoon, they will at length pity a poor penitent 


thief, tho* a condemned criminal; no doubt but they will 


ſhew ſome reſpect, after grieving his conſcience, in“ mak- 
ing of him to bow to Mr. D-—, that may compenſate the 
injury (at leaſt in ſome reſpect) but alas the further you. 
go, the more gloomy things appear, till advanced to the 
very ſummit of wickedneſs. The Under-Sheriff is 
ſollicited, importunately ſollicited, both before, and at 
the place of execution, from the delinquent, for as much 


time as poſſible before he was turned off, as he intended to 
exhort the ſpectators, with all his might, ſpeedily to flee 


to GOD; that they might eſcape the wrath to come, Matt. 


Ut. 7. and who is fo qualified, as one in his ſituation? 


Who 


* Some may ſay, perhaps, this is a bold aſſertion, alledged without any war- 
rant, for the criminal kneel'd down freely unforc'd, and uncompelled: I anſwer, 
as to actual, violent coaction, there was none; and yet it was there, by juſt con- 
tequence ; the criminal had aſſign'd his reaſon for refuſing Mr. D-—, but was 


unheard} no attention was given to what he ſaid; and contrary, directly contrary 


to his defire, Mr. D was called; what could he infer from this procedure 
but this? if I refoſe, violent compulſion will effect that, which a willing mind 


will not give; and fo being no great matter of conſcience, nor Jaying any ſtreſs 


on the mode of worthip, only on the inſtrument, he willingly ſubmitted; leav- 
ing the injury with GOD, | 
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who can command attention like unto him? will not the 
molt inattentive, perfunctory wretch liſten to him? will nor 
all ſtand as ſtatues, and each ſtretch forth his neck to hear? 
will not ſome hardened rebels be impreſſed, nay, over- 
whelmed with tears? and every breaſt fraught with ſore re- 
gret, at his dolorous accents? may not ſome execrable miſ- 
creant, ſome notorious rebel, receive ſome real good : get 
a reſolution, an adamantine reſolution, to break off from his 
vitious: career ? that he may eſcape, not only the halter, 
but everlaſting fire! What perſuaſive arguments can he uſe ? 
what alluring motives can be produce, to bring ſinners to 
GOD! who ſtands on the verge of the grave? on the con- 
fines of ETERNITY? A Miniſter, an able Miniſter of 
the New Teſtament, with the greateſt gifts, the richeſt fur- 
niture of mind; with the moſt accompliſhed abilities; with 
the warmeſt zeal, for the honour, and glory of GOD! with 
the moſt pure, and diſintereſted concern for the everlaſting 
telicity ! of precious] immortals fouls! Is not ſo well 
equipped, not fo richly furniſhed, nor likely to be fo ſuc- 
ceſsful a. preacher, as this poor man : how can he perſuade 
profligate ſinners, from his own woeful experience, to aban- 
don their deſtructive practices, ere it be too late? how can he 
alarm and rouſe the lethargick, ſleeply ſinner from the con- 
ſideration of impending wrath, and fearful everlaſting ven- 
gance! hanging over his head! how can he aſſure the ſpe- 
cious moraliſt, and painted hypocrite, of their certain and 
irretrievable ruin? (as well as the irreligious, and profane 
creature, ) without faith and repentance, without they re- 
nounce their own righteouſneſs, and eſteem it but as filthy 
rags, Iſa. Ixiv. 6, and are found in the righteouſneſs of 
CHRIST, Phil. iii. 9. in and by which, alone, ſinners are 
juſtified, and are acquitted, at the bar of GOD; then their 
thoughts of their own righteouſneſs will be as low as now 
(while they are ignorant of GOD themſelves, and the ſpiri- 
tual extent of his holy laws, Gall. iii. 10.) they are high, can 
he not aſſure them? that as “ for thoſe who turn aſide to 
their crooked paths, GOD will lead them forth in the great 


_ deciſive day, with the workers of iniquity.” How mm he 
| 2 ave 
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have perſuaded, (if permitted) the drunkards to forſake 
their cups; the whoremongers their unclean practices; the 
{wearers to exchange their horrid ! helliſh language! for 
the pleaſant diale& of Canaan; the voluptuary to delift 
from his intemperance, and abuſe of GOD's creatures! the 
covetous griping miſer, to become liberal, and attend to the 
pinching, neceſſitous condition of the poor; the ſabbath- 
breaker, and ſacrilegious robber af GOD's day! to conſider 
what an awful plight! he will ſoon be in, for the abuſe of 
the ſacred ſabbath: in a word, would he not have warned 
(with all earneſtneſs) thieves, liars, adulterers, fornicators, 
unbelievers, &c. to flee from the wrath to come, 1 Theſſ. i. 
uit. and all theſe on pain of everlaſting damnation, 1 Cor. 
vi. 9, 10, Eph. v. 5. Rev. xxi. 8. The criminal deſcends 


the cart, and aſcends the croſs plank, from which he was to 


{wing ! a ſhort prayer was lifted up to GOD tor the unhappy 
creature ; and for the ſurrounding multitude (the greateſt 
part, far the greateſt part of which no doubt, dead in treſ- 
paſles and fins) a few words of exhortation were intended to 
be given; to the end, that all might avoid ſuch meaſures, 
that might bring them to the like untimely end; and that 
thro” rich grace they might be ſaved in the LORD, with 
an everlaſting falvation : the attempt was made, but hell 
was enraged ! ſo that it was morally impoſlible to proceed: 
the poor delinquent endeavoured to ſpeak, but in the mean 
time ſignal was given (by him whoſe prerogative it is to give) 
tor the halter to be put about his neck,“ the cap is drawn 
over his face, time is not permitted, ſolemnly ! to recom- 

mend him to GOD ! he his diſpatched with all ſpeed, the 
traverſe plank is removed, and down he ſwings 60D 
have mercy upon his ſoul, cried the people, for man hath 
none] Be aſtoniſhed ! O ye Heavens at this, and be hor- 
ribly afraid! be ye very deſolate at this inhuman proce- 
dure] Well Drayton, GOD accepted thy will for the deed ; 
; Ee no bh thy 

* Read the laſt declaration of James Philpot, who was executed at Fiſherton, 
near Sahſbury on Tueſday April 4, 1775, where you will ſee what difference 
there is in his treatment, and that which Drayton met with, there it is ſaid, 


The cart was drawn very. flow (as is uſual) and ſemething was put into his 
hand to drop as a token when to be turned off.” + | . 


— 
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thy eyes ſhall ſee theſe thy pretended friends (tho fo far 
from any mark of friends in this inſtance, that they appear 
implacable enemies) another day; thy cauſe is in the hand 
of GOD; and he is the avenger of all ſuch, But antece- 
dent to that folemn day! may they be reduced to repen- 
tance, was thy lateſt cry. Matt. v. 44. for this, and their 
every other ſin, may the LORD grant it. Amen, | 


A Word or two on the Whole, 


1ſt. Let this man's death by the equity of the law, be a 
terror to all who are travelling in the road that tends to that 
end. Idleneſs and ſloth is the firſt ſtep to the ruin of body, 
and ſoul, without the interpoſition of divine grace. Let 
none violate the law with an hope of impunity, or exemp- 
tion from puniſhment; for as ſure as they ſin, ſo ſure ſhall 
they bu puniſhed. If their crimes are not brought to light in 

this world, ſoon, yea, very ſoon, they ſhall be © revealed as 
on the houſe-top.” That is, declared in the moſt publick 
manner before an aſſembled world ! when they ſhall receive 
the juſt demerits of them, and their conſciences ſhall vo- 
luncarily aſcribe, righteouſneſs to GOD, even in their eter- 
nal deſtruction ! „ „ 8 
2d. Have we reaſon to believe, nay, ſcripturalwarrants to be- 
lieve, from the marks of grace there laid down, that GOD 
Vas pleaſed to grant (unto Drayton) * repentance unto 
life,” before he went hence? then let us admire the riches 
of grace! the longanimity and patience of GOD, in ſaving 
the chief of ſinners! let convinced finners look up to the 
Lamb of GOD, who died to fave the vileſt of the vile; 
how? not in their fins, not in their rebellion, but by firſt 
ſaving of them from their ſins; from the love of them, from 
the power of them, from the dominion of them, Rom. vi. 
14. and 2dly, by his holy ſpirit's ſanctifying influences, 
eventually from the very being of them. For nothing that 
is unholy or unclean, ſhall enter within the gates of the 
new Jeruſalem, Rev. xxi. laſt verſe. Thus ſinners that ſee 
their want of CHRIST), and are enabled immediately to flee 
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to him, are ſanctified, and in the end made partakers, of the 
mheritance of the ſaints in light, thro? faith in him, Acts. 
Xvi. 18. . | 

Finally, let no bold impious ſinner preſume on the long 
88 goodneſs of GOD. Some perhaps may be ready 
fo ſay, if ſuch a man is ſav'd, what need I fear? I anſwer, 
if Drayton was once a ptofligate ſinner, I believe moſt that 
faw him thought him a true penitent; if his ſins were great 
and multiplied, we truſt his repentance was equally as ſin- 


cere: and therefore, if thou flattereſt thyſelf with thy good 
Condition, and art ready to ſay, come let us do evil that 


good may come; Hear O man, Pauls application of thy 


doftrine, faith he, whoſe damnation is jult, Rom. iii. 8. 


Doſt th ou ſay I ſhall have time to repent,” how doſt thou 
know that; it may be, GOD may cut thee down in thy fins, 
in the midſt of thy polluted pleaſures, and tranſmit thee 
into the agonies of everlaſting deſpair! beſides, GOD is 
x free agent; he works, where, when, and on whom he 
pleaſes; and therefore, that GOD who, in tlie fon of his 

ve, offers thee grace, pardon, and falvation to-day ! if thou 
fejecteſt and abuſeſt his mercy, and ſlighteſt his love, by thy 


3 obſtinacy, and rebellion; may puniſh thy ungod- 


incſs to-mortow, by giving thee up to judicial blindneſs, 
ind hardneſs of heart; fee, read, and tremble ! Rom. i. 24. 
26, 28; exemplified in the heathens for deſpiſing the dim 
light of nature; and likewiſe in his own people, Pſa. Ixxxi. 
Yr. 12: therefore, fly directly to CHRIST, cry for an in- 
tereſt in his blood, then being humbled at his feet, thou wilt 
give all the glory to GOD, praiſe him for his reſtraining 
&face! and bleſs him for his ſpecial mercy ; for his re- 
{training grace in preſerving thee from evil, that brings an 
unttmely end! for his ſpecial mercy, that he hath brought 


thee at the feet of JESUS, and when thou haſt done all, 


will confeſs thyſelf a poor unprofitable ſervant, Luke xvii. 10. 


The 
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The Dying Declaration «of Samuel Drayton ; | alias 
D------, who was Executed at Dorcheſter, April 
the 8th, 177 5, for returning from Tranſportation. 


READER, it matters not to thee what my name is, where I was 
born, or unto what country I belong; let it ſu ffice to know, 
that I was tried by the name of Samuel Drayton, & that Pm a native 
of an adjacent county, was born of reputable parents who in every 
reſpect. diſcharged their incumbent duty; (tis GOD's prerogative 
alone to give fpecial or reſtraining grace) albeit, by a vicious caurſe 
of life I have involved myſelf in this miſery, and have brought ſhame, 


diſgrace, and unſpeakable affliction upon my dear ſurviving father 


and family. But as they have not in the leaſt been acceſſary to my 
faults, I earneſtly beg that none would be ſo.cruel | as to;reproach . 


them with their unhappineſs in ſuch a relation. I deſire to acknow- 


ledge and confeſs that I was guilty of robbing the perſon of nine 
ſhillings, for which crime I was tranſported from Glouceſter about 
two years ago, and ſailed for Philadelphia; and the Captain and 
Surgeon ſeeing my good behaviour, indulged me with my liberty; 
and ſaid as the time of my baniſhment was not ſpecified, there coulg 
be no danger in my returning again to England. With this encou- 
ragement | returned with them and came. to New-York, where:the - 
merchants gave me three dollars and I wrought for my paſſage-home.; 


vhen I came to Liverpool the Captain gave me half-a-crown, which, 


with what caſh J had, I went to Hoolverbampton, and laid out about 
nineteen ſhillings in buckles, and travelled on for Briſtol; where 
I laid out all my money, and was truſted for goods by my old dealer, 
and with my linen goods, &c. I came from Briſtol about laſt Briſtql 
fair, and have travelling through the country, and attended Yeovil 


market ſeveral times, and from thence to Sherborne, where I was 


taken up. The piſtol that I had with me I took from an appre- 
henſion,of danger; with no other view but for ſelf-defence (if -appre- 


hended) I have neither robbed, nor deſigned to rob any perſon ſince 
my return from ſea. And altho' an ill-natured world may magnity 


my faults (which.it need not do, as I feel the guilt of too many with- 
out it) yet my violations of the laws of my country, are dut tew an 
ſmall; however I frankly acknowledge the equity of the puniſhment 
I'm about to ſuſtain. For caution to all young people; I dernde 


{ 4] 
at reſorting with bad company, and purſuing debauched practices, 
were introductory to my fatal hour! O may the bleſſed GOD keep 
from the like. am heartily ſorry for my tranſgreſſions, which 
e brought me under the cenſure of human laws; but Oh! my 
vioſations of the human laws, when compared with the DIVINE ! 
bear no more proportion than a ſingle drop of water doth to the 
whole ocean. Oh that my head were waters, and mine eyes a 
Jowntairi of tears.” I am vile! 1 am vile! I abhor myſelf, and re- 
-pemt as in duft and afhes.” I am encouraged to roll my polluted 
fout on CHRIST, becauſe HE hath ſaved ſome of the vileſt ſinners ! 
(sf which number I am one) and fee myſelf undone without him 
_ for evermote. I deſire to acknowledge with all debaſement the 
many undeſerved favours of GOD to my body, and ſoul, during 
the time of my confinement, eſpecially thoſe to my ſoul, in inclin- 
ng and diſpoſing the minds of fevetal gracious perſons to come and 
auſtruct me in the important concerns of my precious ſoul ; who (I 
_ Buſt) have been inſtrumental, in bringing my ſoul to GOD. «. 
: Lord reward them in their own boſoms ! by theſe lines I ſeriouſly 
intreat and beſeech you my friends (eſpecially ſpectators) to take 
warning by me. attend, attend, to the cries, ſighs, tears, 
prayers, groans, and admonitions of a dying man ! who admoniſh 
you on the verge of ETERNITY! on the brink of the two worlds! 
aud pray you to ſeek GOD with ALL your ſouls ! without delay! WM 
and ſeek him rightiy ! in CHRIS T the Son of his love, who is 
* the only way to the Father,” read your bibles, watch your hearts! 
Rar ſermons, ſeek where the goſpel is preached in its purity ! pray, 
O earneſtly pray, in your families, in * cloſets, conſcientiouſly, 
- ſeriouſly, Avent „and perfeveringly } have an holy reſpect to the 
. ſacred fabbath ! fill up every part of it, with reading, praying, hear- , W, 
wwe, and meditation! O!] that my ſhameful ignominious death maß 
de a means of drawing ſome of your fouls to GOD! Once more I 
call upon you, drunkards, ſwearers, liats, profane perſons, ſabbath- 
breakers, whoremongers, pleafure-takers, and the like, to break off 
Lom your evil ways, ere it be to late. Death is on the wing! 
ETERNIT Y's at the door | a moment's delay may prove thy ever- 
_ Jafting ruin! thou muſt ſoon plunge into eternity with me. The 
Judge, the awful Judge ! of quick and dead will foon aſcend the 
e 5 and denounce. the impartial fentence, on Adam's unnum- 
bered millions] either . Come ye bleſſed, or depart ye turſed !” Hear 
then my fellow ſinners and take warning from me; both by pre- 
cepe and example, and remember, that this event; however unhappy 
to me, is a meiſage and warning to thee from ths GOP of Heaven; 
. 8nd accordingly it will be enrolled in the records of eternity, to be 
produced (another day) againſt thee, if thou fill perſiſteſt in thy 
wicked courſe. But © may GOD forbid it, but may He _ .E 


* - - 
. z : 
- 


1 Es A, 
it n bleſſog tothe ſoul, AMEN. Thruſt not theſe fines into a cor- 
ner, much leſs burn them, but conſider me, as a monitor to thee in 
them, when gone; reflect an the-ſolemn occaſion of them, and he 
well aſſured that one in the immediate proſpect of an endleſs ETER. 
NIT VI who expects ſoon to ſtand before the tremendous Judge 
of men, angels, and devils! deth not trifle with thy foul in the 
gloomy loneſome ſhades of death. N. B. Let none ſuppoſe theſe 
ines to be ſpurious, for I aſſure you the ſubſtance of Gon is die- 


| tated by me, and publiſhed with my full approbation. - - 

| As witneſs my hand, this 2d of April, 

| | | 5 

- | 8 D_— 

; 

= — ͤ ͤTT——⅛ ——— ———_— 

; ** 4 HYMN made on the occaſion, and Sung at the Place 

: of Execution. 5 

7 ; : f 3 

n FATHER of love and. boundleſs. grace, 

L In mercy ſhew thy ſmiling face, | 

4 „ Pity a wretch condemn'd to die, 

4 | Who at thy feet doth proſtrate lie. 

5 85 Lord hear his cries and mournful groan, _ 

5 1 And let them come before thy throne, 

3 ö O! ſend a pardon ſeal'd with blood; 

- - That he may ery my LORD, my GOD. 

1 N His fins are great and num'rous too. © 
1- | e Hell, wrath, and curſe is their juſt dum — 
f But O! his plea is Jeſu's blood; 

1 5 Seeing no other way to GOD. 5 

17 | 5 hoe 

oo Re bels like him of ADAM's race, 

he Lord thou haſt ſav'd ae free grace, 

an RE” He pleads the promiſe of thy love, 

ar Lord ſend a pardon from above. 

= e, ,, eo . 

py EK His MomenrTs Lord are very few, 2 
N; WW | And thoſe exceeding. precious too. 
be | Twixt the two Worlds! O Lord, he ſtands; 
105 | MWith down - caſt eyes and lifted hands. | 

it 8 | 


£ 


SJ 26 } 
May precious grace now through his. ſou], 
Like Ah great rapid torrent roll, 


And ſweep away the filth of ſin; 
And make his ſou] now pure within. 


Lord grant that all ſpectators round, 
May warning take, and not be found 
Travelling in my baneful road, 

But make them followers of GOD. 


